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hether the room is toaster-tiny or |

enopn T |||'|_-;- B Computer along '.'.Ii|| the COoOKTop, destEming o prest

kirchen demands thinking curside the walls. These davs, families ex

to live (not just cook) in their kitchens. But in some spaces. simyg
ing room for cooking can be a desion challenee. We asked a o
ented designers abour some of the difficult spaces the

how they tumed them into showeases that sre stunning as well a5 =
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s they did in lericho. the walls in Bronxville came tum-
Ablim_e down. Thel80-square-foor poolhouse space thar Terry

Scarborough rurnied into a kitchen was darkish and a tight
squeeze even for walkways and a prep area. “There was a wall righr
behind the stools thar had to come down,” says Scarborough, *There
wis another wall berween the breakfast room and the dinine area:
Curting it down broughr light into the space and allowed the traffic
to flow. If we'd kept the wall, the room would have been too small
for an island.”

The island was a must for cating and entertaining, but it had
serve funcrional purposes as well. “On its back side is a microwave
drawer," Scarborough notes. *That solved a problem for us, because
we really wanted 1o have a microwave in here, bur we didn’c wanir
be looking at ir." A stainless-steel farmhouse sink has ample counter
space on both sides, along with a dishwasher to the left and a wine
coaler ta the right, with an icemaker under the cabinet—of major
importance for poolhouse parties. "Thar was the challenge here:
making it look great bur fitting in all of the appliances we wanted 1o
use,” says Scarborough,

But talk about tiny! The kitchenerte thar Scarborough was asked
todesign in the downseairs playroom of an Armonk, New York,
measured less than 65 square feet—rruly Lilliputian, even for a space
that was playing second string. (The primary kitchen was upstairs.)
But Scarborough proved more than up to the task: Her inspired mix
of fine design and functionality won the 2007 Pinnacle Awarnd for
Excellence—the premier honor bestowed annually by the Connecti-
cut Chaprer of the American Society of Inverior Designers.

The kitchen, a gem of gleaming surfaces in stainless steel and
rich teal blue, had daunting limirarions. “Realistically, there was only
one wall for seorage—rthe back wall," explains Scarborough. “We put

1ome

up two tall doors there: On the left door we created two drawers thar
conceal the dishwasher; in the center we placed the refrigerator; and
in the two drawers on the right, we hid the freezer. So that one wall
holds almost all of the functivnal pares of the kitchen.”

Other objects in the space were something of a roadblock. *The
LH’L]'H.'n i?\l i!l dcomerof a |..|.[_ﬂl:.‘ TR th:ll .|"|:|..‘| H ]"il:'l_l.lll._'Trl;_‘.| M I_'.,'lt'in'-_._z
table, and n big living space with a play area behind the kitchen,”
Scarborough nores. To sccommodate the sink and the two-bumer
Wolt cooktop, an island was de rigueor. Bur once the island was
dropped in, room for walking was sharply curtailed, and further stor-
age wios out of the question. “The island connected o the wall, like
a three-sided peninsula,” says Scarborough, “so there was no storage
space there. Plus we needed space off the floor for the appliances op-
posite the island to open. And the banguette starts on the back side
of the island, to the left, about six inches away, =0 we couldn't have
a walk space.”

Finding the right moterials and creating the color scheme were
the fun parts. "We came up with the stainless column in the center,
with teal cabinets to the left and righe. With the island, we reversed
that color scheme: The cabinets on the left and right sides are all
stainless fronts, while the sink base in the center is real. We did rhar
for interest, =0 it didn't all look the same.”

-:';L[L'l'llLI'Pl.{'l' t‘l‘k' F‘I“‘r'L'IJ. | rl.'llﬂ. h."‘k.]['l.'!:irlui",'l t!“.‘. |.'|I|-"|I.:1,|"-'|"|11.'r ||]-
ready had the fsh picture [now on the kitchen wall], hanging in the
hallway outside of the room.” Scarborough knew a graphic element
wis needed, o she and the owner nailed up the prcture ona whim—
and .|"1r'||..:u' “Ic was j'ﬂ..'lf-:l:li. It looked like it should have been the
inspiration for the space!” she exults, »>>




! 1i] “i ||| i |
el U L] Il
ksl - L i :
i M S

.




